
Why better bathrooms in Cesar Chavez Park? 
 

Right now the only bathrooms in Cesar Chavez Park are plastic porta-potties.  They’re designed for 
temporary use, but they’ve been there for more than 20 years.  Here’s what people say about those 
facilities: 
 

They  
 

The air downwind stinks. Inside it’s worse. In the afternoon of a warm weekend day, you face a 
disgusting mountain of poop and pee and paper.  You want your children to go in that?  Even 
when they’re clean, the porta-potties get nauseating.  And there’s no place to wash your hands.    

 

As a woman, I   
 

Men might get by, standing up.  But if you have to sit down, it’s offensive and humiliating.  Many 
women (and some men) refuse to go in there at all. That means Cesar Chavez Park effectively 
has no bathrooms for women.   

 

They make Berkeley look bad 
 
People come from all over the region to visit Cesar Chavez Park.  What kind of image of the City 
of Berkeley do these bathrooms project?  Visitors have seen the clean and modern bathrooms in 
the Richmond Marina or those by Oakland’s Lake Merritt.  Berkeley doesn’t look good.   

 

They disrespect Cesar Chavez 
 

The only park in the City of Berkeley system where the only bathrooms are plastic porta-potties 
is the park named after Cesar Chavez. Why is that? 

 

It  
 

The park opened its doors to the public in 1991.  Today it’s one of the most popular parks – maybe the 
most popular – in the city.  It’s also the biggest.  In November 2014, Berkeley voters approved a parks 
tax increase. It’s high time that the temporary bathrooms along Spinnaker Way are replaced with 
permanent state-of-the art facilities.  
 
Decency, equity, civic pride, and respect for Cesar Chavez say: Better Bathrooms in Cesar Chavez Park. 
 

SIGN THE PETITION FOR BETTER BATHROOMS IN CESAR CHAVEZ PARK 
 

 
Prepared and circulated by Viva Cesar Chavez Park!   

http://viva-cesar-chavez-park.org 
 

http://viva-cesar-chavez-park.org/

