
Better Bathrooms for Berkeley’s Parks 
Are Sanitary, Odor-Free, and Affordable 

 
Some people think that better bathrooms for Berkeley’s parks would cost hundreds of 
thousands of dollars apiece and therefore we need to be happy with porta-potties. 
That’s just not true. 
 
Modern sanitary park bathrooms are not expensive. Vendors today offer attractive 
prefab park bathrooms with flush toilets, urinals, and sinks for around $50,000 
installed. See the examples on the back of this sheet. That’s about one tenth the cost 
of park bathrooms custom-built a decade ago.  
 
These modern flush-vault units look and operate just like residential or retail 
bathrooms with flush toilets, urinals, and sinks for handwashing These are not 
primitive campground units – there’s no big dark hole and no smell. These modern 
sanitary units can be installed anywhere there’s road access. They don’t require sewer 
hookups. Water hookup is optional. They use solar power. Vault service costs a 
fraction of what the city now spends to pump out porta-potties. Installation is a matter 
of a few days, and they’re easy to keep clean.  
 
Berkeley could have beautiful sanitary park bathrooms welcoming to all genders and 
ages in every park that needs them for what amounts to spare change in a $100 
million budget.   
 
A good place to start is Berkeley’s biggest park, Cesar Chavez on the waterfront.   
Nearly a thousand park visitors have signed a petition for better bathrooms at Cesar 
Chavez Park, to replace the porta-potties.  Porta-potties are disgusting. They’re 
forbidding to women and children.  They make Berkeley look trashy in the eyes of 
visitors from around the world. They dishonor the great Latino leader whose name is 
on the park.   
 
This month is a commemorative period for Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, and the 
farmworker cause. Now would be an excellent time to remove the shameful stinky 
plastic blots on the face of this city and install beautiful modern sanitary and odor-
free bathrooms.  
 
People are sick and tired of porta-potties. We voted a $100 million infrastructure 
bond, and we expect to see better bathrooms for our money.  

  

[This flyer was prepared by Martin Nicolaus, a resident of Berkeley and webmaster of  
  http://viva-cesar-chavez-park.org, a blog about Cesar Chavez Park. 

 



Examples of Modern Sanitary Flush-Vault Park Bathrooms 
 

The National Park Service installed 
this unit in Pacifica in June, 2016. It 
features flush toilet, waterless urinal 
and sink for handwashing, all in 
stainless steel. ADA compliant and 
solar powered, it cost $61,000 
installed. The Navy is installing a 
similar unit in Monterey this 
summer. 
 

 
 
The City of Lathrop (near 
Manteca) installed this unit to 
serve users of its new dog 
park in October, 2015. It 
includes flush toilet, 
waterless urinal, sink for 
handwashing, solar power, 
ADA, and security features. 
Total cost installed $52,000.   
 
 
 
 
 

   
This is a two-sided unit by the same 
vendor as the units above: 
Greenflush Technologies 
(greenflushrestrooms.com). Their 
catalog lists a variety of sizes, 
styles, and options, and contains a 
thorough explanation of how they 
work. A basic single unit can be had 
for around $40k.   


