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Let’s Stop the Plan That Would Destroy Our Park
June 29, 2022

The City has hired a consultant to propose changes in the Berkeley Marina. The project is known as the
Berkeley Marina Area Specific Plan – BMASP. The plan would transform the park from a place of relief
from urban stress and for enjoyment of nature into a high-pressure commercial amusement park.

Two proposals in particular stand out. Number One, BMASP wants to create a big oval “Large Event
Area” with an “Events Pavilion” in
the middle of the park. Number Two:
BMASP wants to turn the Native
Plant Area into “Large Adventure
Park II.” Let’s take them in turn.

The proposed “Large Events Area”
would require bulldozing and paving
the big central meadow in the park.
There would be a huge concert stage
with a roof, screens, and a big sound
system. As an example, BMASP
gives the “LOVEBOX” installation
in the next photo, below. The Events
Area would cut off at least half of the
current Off Leash Area. BMASP also
proposes undefined other “PARK
PAVILIONS.”

BMASP ILLUSTRATION FOR PROPOSED EVENTS SPACE
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The idea behind the “Events Space” is to generate revenue. That’s a fantasy. Events, whether regional or
otherwise, have never generated net revenue for the Marina Fund. The lineup of Marina Fund revenue
sources given in BMASP’S own documents makes no mention of event revenues, because there haven’t
been any. Even the biggest events, the Kite Fest and July 4, cost the City major sums of money to put
on.

Once or twice a year, a big charity may hold a fundraiser that draws a few hundred people, but the City’s
expenses in cleanup and staffing always eat up more than the rental fees. Even the disturbing Cannabis
Festival that some elements in City government want to put on would not cover the cost of fencing,
groundskeeping, staff time, police and fire overtime, DUI cases, and the enormous cleanup necessary
after marijuana events.

Cesar Chavez Park doesn’t pencil out as a regular events venue. The only access is via Marina
Boulevard, a two-lane road, and parking is already tight in normal usage. The other problem is weather.
Even in summer there’s regularly a chill northwesterly wind. That’s good weather for walking but not
for sitting still. There are other venues in Berkeley that work much better. An event venue in Chavez
Park is sure to lose money.

Big events bring major noise pollution, traffic jams, tobacco, alcohol and other drugs, littering, and
crime. Wildlife is driven away, maybe never coming back. The effect of the BMASP “Events Space”
plan is to rip the gut out of Cesar Chavez Park.

The second main impact of BMASP is even worse, if possible. BMASP proposes to create a so-called
“Large ADVENTURE PARK II” in the spot occupied for the past 40 years by the Native Plant Area on
the southwest side of the park. Here’s the map from BMASP documents:
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What BMASP wants to put here is a commercial sporting facility consisting of zip lines and ropes
courses. BMASP gives as an example one such place in Orange County. This operation is open to
groups for $350 a day, and people under 60 inches aren’t welcome.

If this plan succeeds, forget the Native Plant Area in our park. This shaded oasis where dozens of
varieties of California native trees, shrubs, and grasses thrive will go under the bulldozer. Forget the
California Coastal Conservancy that paid to establish this habitat 40 years ago. Forget the progressive
Berkeley City Council of the time that paid for the other half of it. Forget the hardworking, nature-savvy
trio of Charli Danielsen, David Amme, and Dave Kaplow and their associates, environmental heroes
who worked from sunup to sundown to establish native plants in this challenging site, a historic project.
Forget the dozens of volunteers and concerned supporters and the City staff who have weeded and
trimmed and watered in the Native Plant Area in recent years. Forget the Native Pollinator Garden
project just funded by Alameda County and by East Bay Community Energy. It will all be scraped away.

It might be a different matter if there were a groundswell of popular demand for rock concerts and zip
lines on the Marina. But BMASP’s own public opinion polling shows just the opposite. No less than 87
percent of the respondents go to the Marina for its walking/biking pathways. Similarly, 79 percent go
there to enjoy the parks. These are by far the most popular reasons why people go there. Nothing else is
even close. People go to the Marina overwhelmingly to enjoy being in nature. Nature is the
city-dweller’s lifeline, now more than ever. The BMASP recommendations are tone deaf to our
environmentally conscious time. They run absolutely counter to what people want and need to see in the
park. If BMASP succeeds, the park will be wrecked beyond restoration.

Other signs of BMASP’s distance from park visitor’s concerns abound. BMASP completely ignores the
Cesar Chavez/Dolores Huerta Homage Solar Calendar, a park landmark.

BMASP envisions only one real bathroom in the 90-acre park, to be built years from now. This ignores a
petition signed by nearly a thousand park users and the clear recommendation of a citywide study.

BMASP also plans to pave over the Adventure Playground on the south side of the Marina, where
generations of Berkeley kids have played and learned.

BMASP claims to value public opinion, but it never contacted the Chavez Park Conservancy, the
Chavez Park dog owner’s group, the Solar Calendar organization, or the model airplane group. And it
didn’t reach out to the Golden Gate Audubon Society, the Sierra Club, the California Native Plant
Society, or Citizens for Eastshore State Parks, all of which have long records of engagement with
Chavez Park. BMASP’s few public events have been lightly publicized and heavily staged, with tedious
talking heads and tightly controlled breakout groups. It has fabricated a fake show of consensus for its
outrageous plans, when there is in fact widespread and deep opposition.

The consulting firm that is driving the BMASP project, Hargreaves Jones, is an international landscape
architecture giant that specializes in post-industrial brownfield sites. It has little experience with
established urban parks having well-developed constituencies. The firm’s work so far has been shallow,
insensitive, poorly researched, and sloppy. It has brought no landscape design ideas. Its only proposals
are for commercial ventures that would destroy the beautiful and beloved landscapes we have long
enjoyed here. The City should cancel its contract and replace it with local firms that know the park and
its people.
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What Can We Do to Save Our Park?

The authority to stop the BMASP park wrecking plan lies with the City Manager and ultimately with
City Council. The matter will come on the City Council agenda at some point in 2023, but we need to
derail it immediately before it ever gets there. We can do that by expressing our views loud and clear in
emails and hearings.

A key City Council member is Rashi Kesarwani in District 1, where Chavez Park is located.
Kesarwani’s term expires November 2022. She needs to hear from voters in her district that her chances
of being re-elected depend on a strong and clear public statement about the BMASP park wrecking
schemes.

Email rkesarwani@CityofBerkeley.info

To reach all council members and the mayor, email council@cityofberkeley.info

City Manager: manager@cityofberkeley.info

Please send copies of your messages to info@chavezpark.org. The chavezpark.org website has
published a number of such messages and will publish more.

An earlier version of this content appeared in Berkeleyside on April 29 2022.
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This is Not Landscape Design
June 14, 2022

Hargreaves Jones’ proposed concert venue in central meadow of Cesar Chavez Park would require extensive bulldozing and
structural maintenance not to mention expensive parking, traffic jams, noise, crime, mountains of trash, and scaring away
wildlife.

(The Hargreaves Jones firm is behind the Berkeley Marina Area Specific Plan (BMASP) that would
destroy Chavez Park as we know it.)

The Hargreaves Jones landscape firm has done some outstanding projects, but its current efforts in
Berkeley must be  the work of its B team.  The firm boasts on its website about creating “dynamic,
interactive and exultant landscape,” but what it’s doing in Berkeley is destroying beautiful existing
landscapes to promote commercial development.  For example:

● HJ proposes to convert an existing historic Native Plant Area into a commercial zip line and ropes
course.

● HJ proposes to bulldoze a verdant meadow rich in wildlife to build a concert stage and concert
seating.

● HJ proposes to shut forever and pave over a free Adventure Playground that has served and educated
several generations of Berkeley children.

Berkeley’s Cesar Chavez Park at 90 acres is Berkeley’s largest and is a regional attraction for its
spectacular views, its bird life, its freeform recreation, and the peace and quiet that individuals and
families find here.
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HJ boasts of doing “rigorous research” but apart from issues of jurisdiction and zoning, its work on the
park reveals utter ignorance about its history. This is not a post-industrial brownfield of the kind that HJ
is experienced at reshaping.  Chavez Park is the product of 40 years of previous landscape architecture
and management and is an established urban oasis with well-developed constituencies.

HJ speaks broadly about respecting “site specificity,” but pays not the slightest respect to the legacy of
Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta, who are honored in a notable solar calendar, one of the chief
attractions in the park.  It may be that the scarcity of minority senior staff at HJ has something to do with
this lack of sensitivity.

George Hargreaves’ mindset was formed in the 1970s when few people thought about native plants.
Maybe that explains why his firm is ready to destroy the Native Plant Area in the park, a pioneering
ecological effort supported by the California Coastal Conservancy and the Berkeley City Council, and
established by local environmental heroes. HJ reveals itself as tone deaf to today’s public concern with
native plant gardens, pollinator insects, and protection of bird species. Those are not part of the HJ
design plan for Berkeley because they don’t produce revenue.

HJ boasts on its website about how it listens to and engages with local communities.  It has done nothing
of the sort in Berkeley. HJ never reached out to the Chavez Park Conservancy, nor to the Cesar
Chavez/Dolores Huerta Homage Solar Calendar organization, nor to the Chavez Park Off Leash Area
dog owner group, all based in the park and readily discoverable.  No one at HJ contacted the Golden
Gate Audubon Society, the Sierra Club, the California Native Plant Society, or Citizens for Eastshore
State Parks, all of whom have long and documented records of engagement with Chavez Park.
Hundreds of volunteers have donated thousands of hours of labor to maintain and improve Chavez Park.

Instead of community engagement and democratic process, HJ has been operating a “public opinion”
charade that offers fake alternatives, slanted questions, unsupportable suppositions, and censored
discussion summaries, all engineered to produce a facade of consensus where there is deep and
widespread opposition.

George Hargreaves pretends to create “innovative design of gardens, parks, and urban landscapes that
are free from the extensive range of activities that support the city.”  What HJ actually proposes for
Berkeley’s Chavez Park entails the destruction of its existing landscapes.  HJ brings no landscape design
ideas.  All it brings is commercial development ideas. HJ’s only project is to monetize the park.  This is
not landscape architecture.  It’s pimping for moneyed interests.

A sure sign of B level work is that HJ didn’t spellcheck its Powerpoint presentation; you can read there
about “IMRPOVED PATHWAYS, SEATING, LIGHTS, ETC.”

Hargreaves Jones should be ashamed of its Berkeley efforts.  The firm should withdraw from the project
before it suffers an ineradicable stain on its reputation in the landscape architecture community.
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They Simply Don’t Get It
June 16, 2022Edit
Letter to City Council by Landscape Architect John N. Roberts, June 15 2022:
Dear Mayor and City Council,

I have reviewed the plans for the Berkeley Waterfront by Hargreaves Jones, and in particular the
proposed plans for Chavez Park.  Unfortunately, the plans reflect only a superficial, detached, and
narrow understanding of the Berkeley community and the history behind the creation of what is now
known as Cesar Chavez Park.  Beyond the fundamental misunderstanding of the seminal and ongoing
community attitudes about the park, the plans appear to be a crude formulaic response by a disinterested
design team to the underlying interests and values of the community as clearly and consistently
expressed since the first plans  for the park were developed in the late 1970’s.  It is not at all clear who
the design team has been listening to or if they have even bothered to do any serious research into the
rich heritage of thinking about this park, first as North Waterfront Park and subsequently as Cesar
Chavez Park.  When the filling of the bay was stopped, the garbage dump was closed, and the park was
created this was to become a place of nature and an informal community gathering and recreational
space open to all in a unique waterfront setting, not a commercial enterprise.

The retrofitting of the landfill into an open space seamlessly connected to the bayfront setting to be
enjoyed by all members of the community has been the highest priority for the place since the day it was
declared a public park.  We, as a community, have a sacred responsibility to those who made this public
park a reality.  Any plans that are developed must acknowledge and build upon the clear vision
articulated years ago and reinforced multiple times over the ensuing decades.  Changes to that
fundamental vision must be well reasoned, fully vetted, and build upon the values that lie behind the
park’s creation.  Similar uses to those in the Hargreaves Jones proposals have been made and routinely
rejected over the years, for good reason.  They do not reflect fundamental values behind the creation of
this park.  Nor do they reflect a new community-supported public value-based vision for the renovation
of the park that enhances our commons.  This is not a place for commercial exploitation and private
profit, an essential point established upon its creation as a public park when its use as an extension of the
city grid was soundly rejected and then strongly reinforced in each subsequent park planning process.
This is a place for everyone to simply experience and enjoy nature, to celebrate our place in the larger
landscape of the SF Bay region (and the cosmos) slightly separated from the city, and to meet friends
informally.  There are other opportunities elsewhere throughout the waterfront for commercial activities,
not here.

As a long time Berkeley resident who contributed his share of the garbage beneath Chavez Park, who
prepared plans for the park on behalf of the City in the 1990’s through an extensive community outreach
process, who has worked collaboratively with Santiago Casal in the creation of the Solar Calendar, who
is a frequent user of the park, and whose children grandchildren and grand-nieces and nephews have all
benefited immeasurably from the park as well as the nearby Adventure Playground, I believe the
Hargreaves Jones plans should be unequivocally rejected outright.  They simply don’t get it.  This
project certainly paid the bills for them, but they have contributed very little in return to our community.
It is not at all clear where their values lie, or the values of those who hired them and managed the design
process.  In any case, the whole group really missed the mark on this one.

John N. Roberts
John Northmore Roberts & Associates, Inc., Landscape Architects, Berkeley
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Open Letter from Sierra Club about BMASP
The East Bay Public Lands Committee of the San Francisco Bay Chapter of the Sierra Club addressed
the following letter in opposition to the BMASP plans for Cesar Chavez Park to the Mayor and City
Council members of Berkeley on May 24 2022.
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Open Letter from CESP about BMASP

The following open letter is from Shirley Dean, former Mayor of Berkeley, and Robert Cheasty, in their
current capacities as Board President and Executive Director of Citizens for Eastshore State Parks
(CESP).

CITIZENS FOR EAST SHORE PARKS
1604 Solano Avenue, Albany CA

May 9, 2022

Scott Ferris, Director of Parks, Recreation and Waterfront
Roger Miller, Secretary, Parks, Recreation and Waterfront Commission – with Request to forward copy
of this correspondence to members of the Parks, Recreation and Waterfront (PRW) Commission

Subject: Berkeley Area Specific Plan (BMASP) proposed options to Construct an Events
Pavilion and/or a Large Adventure Park in Cesar Chavez Park

Dear Mr. Ferris, Mr. Miller, PRW Commission Chair Wozniak and Commissioners Birnbach,
Kawczynska, Floyd, Diehm, Cox, Capitelli, Srioudom, and Landoni,

Citizens for East Shore Parks (CESP) has recently become aware of two proposed options for
development on the north side of the Berkeley Marina through an April 29, 2022 Berkeleyside article
written by Martin Nicolaus. That article and subsequent conversations with members of the public raise
deep concerns about both the community engagement process that is being used to resolve the
monetary problems faced by the Marina and the proposals themselves.

The Process:
CESP has been informed that during the BMASP community meetings any differences of opinion put
forward by the public that were expressed during the small breakout discussion groups were not
reported back to the whole group nor recorded in any way. Additionally, it was said that questions
asking for a response in discussion groups or in the “community survey” were expressed in a way that
slanted the responses.

Apparently, meetings of the PRW Commission are not recorded so that the public can review and
participate thoughtfully and in a timely manner. Minutes of past PRW meetings are not available on the
City’s new website, nor is an electronic copy of the BMASP available at this time.

While CESP, at our invitation, initially heard from City staff about the BMASP and were assured that we
would be kept in the information loop, we had not been informed of updates in the planning effort until
the Berkeleyside article appeared. CESP is the major environmental group that since 1985 has and
continues to advocate successfully for a waterfront park along the East Bay Shoreline from the Bay
Bridge to the Carquinez Bridge.

What has happened is not an adequate public engagement process. CESP holds that the best planning
occurs when the public is free to express their opinions without regard to those held by City staff,
consultant, or Commission and that differences are recorded and become a part of the overall decision
process. A public engagement process should not give the impression of a predetermined result.
Noting that at the upcoming May 11, 2022 PRW Commission meeting Chairperson Wozniak has
scheduled Item 11 for a discussion of BMASP feedback, we request that you specifically discuss our
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concerns and adopt any corrective actions that will ensure an adequate consideration of public
feedback.

The Result:
CESP favors use of the shoreline as open space and unstructured recreation and habitat protection
with allowances for small watercraft recreation. Cesar Chavez Park was originally intended to be part of
the McLaughlin Eastshore State Park and although the City of Berkeley ultimately decided to maintain it
as a municipal park, the City committed to maintain it as a compatible park next to the McLaughlin
Eastshore State Park. CESP agrees with Mr. Nicolaus’ conclusion that the BMASP Plan would destroy
the character and openness of Cesar Chavez Park by replacing the open space so vital to relief from
urban stress with a commercial amusement park.

We fully understand Berkeley’s need to resolve the Marina’s financial problems, but the sacrifice of
scarce free public waterfront land as open space to a commercial amusement park is a bad approach.
The city of Berkeley should treasure its existing public land and the public’s unhindered use of that land.
Construction of a large permanent Events Pavilion with a roof and a stage will also require additional
large areas of paved parking, fencing and commercial amenities. That is the wrong direction. Such a
use would drive the City to constantly seek more revenue to support staff time, the cost of upkeep and
maintenance. Larger, more frequent events would be sought, eventually erasing any semblance of a
park forever.

When events are limited to those like the Kite Festival, the heart of the Park is free and open for use by
all members of the public. Particularly during the pandemic, the importance of parks is key to the
mental and physical health of everyone. Such use must be preserved forever for future generations.

Regarding the other proposal to establish a “Large Adventure Park” involving ropes, ziplines and similar
activities, they exist elsewhere in the Bay Area. Let that happen in those other places. Our waterfront
parks were founded with a commitment to open space, to be free and open to the public, and to respect
habitat, nature and quiet enjoyment. All in all, monetizing the space as presented by these two
proposals for Cesar Chavez Park ultimately means privatization of this very public, well used and
essential space.
As of yet, we have seen no analysis of how Marina fees and rents have been used in the past. It seems
that little reinvestment has taken place, leading to the current situation. Before moving forward, it may
be productive to examine how this predicament evolved.
Please maintain Berkeley’s commitment to the open, free waterfront park as you seek ways to resolve
the financial problems of the Marina. CESP suggests that the City not start from a position that
construction of commercial operations, hotels and the like is the solution. CESP is willing to assist in the
effort to find better solutions and urges that the current proposals be rejected. Thank you for your
consideration of these views.

Sincerely,
/s/
Shirley Dean
CESP Board President

/s/
Robert Cheasty
CESP Executive Director
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Letter from Daniel Borgstrom

Dear Mayor and City Council Members,

About the nicest park I’ve seen anywhere is the one at the Berkeley waterfront, known as “Chávez
Park.”  It’s a 90 acre peninsula, jutting out into the San Francisco Bay, and inhabited by various birds
and wildlife.  A couple of Burrowing Owls spend their winter months at the northeast corner where they
do photo-ops for nature photographers. Just as the owls are about to leave for their summer home in
March or April, a flock of redwing blackbirds arrives to fill the air with their high-pitched
electronic-sounding voices.  I love their singing, but a friend says they could use voice-lessons.

We also hear the mournful cries of seagulls who seem to be expressing their concern about global
warming.  A flight of somewhat awkward-looking pelicans will sometimes pass overhead, and a pair of
ducks will sometimes appear.  Large flocks of water birds often bob in the gentle water of the cove on
the east side.  Once in a great while we’re treated to a visit by a blue heron or a white egret; if we get
too close, the bird steps back to practice social distancing.  On rare occasions we’ve seen a seal.

The squirrels go to bed early and disappear from the scene an hour or two before sunset, but when we
get there early enough, in time for squirrel appreciation, we’ll see them scooting back and forth across
the trail, sometimes playing tag.  Some are people-watchers, and sit there observing us as we stroll by.
Others sit on the rocks above the water, gazing out over the waves, perhaps contemplating the
meaning of life.  These squirrels must be the philosophers of the animal world.

Along with the rest of the wildlife of this park, the cute little squirrels are emotional support animals.
Their presence brightens up our day.

It’s hard to believe that so small an area, only about a quarter of a mile across, can have sharply
differing climatic zones.  But it really does.  Along the eastern shore by the cove, it’s relatively warm,
while on the western side there’s often a strong, cold wind blowing in from the bay, and people bring
their kites to fly here.  Some people have parachute-type kites which practically pull them up the steep
hillsides.  At the northwest end is a knob of land we call “Isla Negra,” after a Neruda poem describing a
stormy night on the seacoast.

At sunset we’ll see people admiring the sunset as it goes down behind the Golden Gate Bridge. Every
day the sunset is different, and the clouds above present different patterns. On a clear day we get a
view of San Francisco sparkling in the sunlight, and to the north of the city we’ll see Mount Tamalpais
and the lower mountains of Marin County.

Wind-surfers go scooting by on the water, drawn by kite-sails flown high overhead.  Sailboats leisurely
cruise back and forth.  A pleasant seascape.  Off to one side of the park is a dry-dock where sailboats
are being repaired. Some of these boats are small and cute, and some are beautiful antique-looking
boats.  Sloops, schooners, and sometimes ketches and yawls are among the boats to be seen there.  I
sometimes go there to admire them, and sometimes talk with the people repairing them. They’re all part
of this wonderful Berkeley waterfront.

This amazing park is exactly the way it should be.  It needs no improvements, and certainly no
developers.  But now we hear of park-wrecking plans to develop it for various money-making schemes;
they would build an ugly “event pavilion,” a ridiculous “adventure park,” and a bunch of other unneeded
stuff to take up space and destroy wildlife habitat.

Please leave our beautiful waterfront park alone; it’s perfect the way it is.

Daniel Borgström
Berkeley, CA 94702
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Letter from Virginia Browning

Humans absolutely require respite from urbanization. One or more of you may I suppose take
exception to that statement, but if so, I wonder whether you may have become a creature apart in
contrast to a famous environmentalist saying about “not man apart.”

Some of you have children. Some don’t yet, and some of you will choose not to have them. But you
were all once children. Maybe some of you never could play in a or near a creek or pond – ever. Maybe
some of you, like me, never could find relief, from the sweltering heat that made my legs swell
dangerously, with a respite such as this Berkeley Marina is for so many here now.

The future will bring more heat. Most people are lucky not to have been born with the type of deformity I
have that means absolute suffering and even threat-to-life in the urban heat. But there will be more
heat, and aside from the fact that nature heals and revives our creative resources, or imaginations,
maybe even our “souls!” or sense of connection, aside from that, we will simply need relief from the
heat. Those familiar with the marina know its relief.

Of course we can climb into long-range vehicles and travel hundreds of miles. But I thought Berkeley
cared about the environment? We already have a treasure right here. What could you/they/anyone be
thinking with a “plan” for this very different from “please leave it alone!” *I know money is needed. See
but a few ideas at the end of this. There are many many more, and the ones proposed by BMASP, as
others have demonstrated, either make little or no more money than more efficient stewardship of what
is there could.

The marina on a typical visit will include what one person calls “a view of the bay, the city and the
bridges with all the drama that plays out there, the incoming of storms, the changing sky, the various
textures of wind on water and the magnificent display of clouds, sunsets and Moon
rises…”http://disq.us/p/2omu2jx … Also common: a very apparently culturally-diverse set of park users,
one or several young children running down a hill toward the wide expanse of bay horizon, another
enthralled with her kite flying way overhead, an older boy rolling down the hill, several of us greeting our
owls, herons, egrets, grebes, duck-couples, pelicans in flight formation, or separately diving, fisher-folk,
fellow-walkers, dog-walkers, dogs, runners.. Some days, such as today, you’ll see the skateboarder
propelling himself with a kite, a windsurfer, sailboats, kayaks and canoes. You’ll see your own most
infinite dreams in the lovely far horizons.

Another comment I’ve seen: “It’s far preferable to make thoughtful enhanced habitat relief from the town
than to bring the town to the Marina. Make the town nicer, don’t make the Marina worse.”

I simply don’t have the words to persuade anyone who could entertain for a moment for themselves or
children the horrific BMASP plan I’ve seen. No more hotels. No larger boats at the expense of the
smaller ones there now. No food courts nearby. No events pavilion. No indoor anything. No adventure II
playground for adults. No to a dreary closed-off future of urban depressiveness.

Yes to the inventive adventure playground for kids there now over on the other side of the Marina. Yes
to repair of the pier.

Yes to parking fees! Yes to entrance fees with relief for those who can’t afford them. Yes to keeping the
hotel revenue in the Marina. Yes to another “HS Lordships” perhaps on the other side by the pier. Yes to
improved restaurants from what’s already there but not more traffic. Yes to reliable public transit
shuttles with predictable frequent schedules and/or real time LED and other notices of arrival times. Yes
to preserving this jewel. Yes to my tears. Yes to yours. Shit. Are you really going to destroy this place?

Virginia Browning, Berkeley
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Letter from Emilie Keas
Dear Mayor Arreguín and City Councilpersons,
I saw the map and plans for development of César Chávez Park.

Carrying out that project will cause the total destruction of the beautiful natural environment that the
park is as it is presently. These plans are crazy. They would completely obliterate the haven for nature
that the park provides countless species, and it would also destroy the pleasant environment for people
to participate in walks, runs and cycling with friends and families in a beautiful, refreshing and peaceful
milieu.

The park is currently a precious gem of the Bay. Such plans would completely destroy that. Why would
anyone want to destroy that. Certainly no one in his or her right mind.

Please put an end to this Ill-conceived idea immediately.

M. Émilie Keas
District #1

Letter from Sylvie Woog

Dear Sophie Hahn,

Good afternoon, thank you for your stand on Berkeley police and explaining what the real needs are for
Berkeley. I don’t know if you are aware of the plans for virtually destroying Cesar Chavez Park; Marty
Nicolaus has been sending out letters and maps of the proposed new park and it is horrendous.  I walk
at the park at least once a week, with friends and cringe when I see the proposed modernization,i.e.
destruction of this jewel on the bay.  Last week there was a large crew of city workers talking down
perfectly healthy trees and branches along the road that leads to the bay.Please DO NOT LET THIS
HAPPEN.  I usually join your zoom presentations and I like your information and respect for this city.
Please, pay attention to what “they” are trying to do to our wonderful park, a respite from the craziness
of the busy town.

Most sincerely,
Sylvie Woog

Letter from Maris Meyerson

 Dear Council member Wengraf  ~

I have belatedly heard of the bizarre idea to monetize César Chavez Park with event spaces and zip
lines. I hope you will see the folly of destroying  one of Berkeley’s ONLY accessible waterfronts, utilized
by thousands of us for safe, quiet, natural recreation. Every time we walk there, we remark on the many
languages we hear spoken. It is truly diverse, equitable and inclusionary at a time when these values
must be at the forefront. Thanks for your consideration.

~ Maris Meyerson, Berkeley
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Letter from Erika St. John

To council@cityofberkeley.info

I am a 83 year old woman who walks a few times a week around Chavez park. I enjoy the wildlife,
especially the burrowing owls. I am horrified to hear what is planned. This is a very bad idea. Put the
EVENTS constructions at the boring Brickyard area since it has more parking and will be easier to
control bad behaving crowds.

Erika St John lives in Berkeley since 1963

Letter from Judith Thomas

Dear Rashi:

I have been receiving daily postings about Cesar Chavez park for quite a while, about the migratory
bird life there, the insects, the seasonal changes.. daily postings I never miss reading!   It is a wonderful
and natural place now, inviting to so many species of plants and animals and humans. I walk there
weekly with friends in all kinds of weather and am refreshed.. I am horrified to read today of the
proposed changes to this lovely spot in the BMASP.  The massive changes being proposed are
devastating. I cannot imagine what sort of mind would dream up all of these really dreadful and
destructive ideas. Please put this plan back in its box with a lid tightly affixed.   Have the authors of this
plan not heard of the rising levels of the ocean (and bay) due to climate change?   Best wishes to you…

Judith Thomas, Berkeley 94703.

Letter from Eileen Cohen

The following letter is by Eileen Cohen, a long time Berkeley resident and park visitor. She makes the
central point that the process by which the City has gone about shaping the Berkeley Marina Area
Specific Plan (BMASP) is deeply flawed. To amplify her point, I can add that nobody reached out to the
Cesar Chavez Conservancy about the BMASP plan, nor to the Cesar Chavez/Dolores Huerta Homage
Solar Calendar organization. The BMASP planners also did not contact the Chavez Park Off Leash
Dog Area group. Nor did they seek the views of the Golden Gate Audubon Society, the Sierra Club, the
California Native Plant Society, or the Citizens for East Shore State Parks. In other words, the BMASP
planners went out of their way to avoid seeking the views of major organizations having a long and
well-recorded history of engagement with Cesar Chavez Park. Deliberately shutting out major
stakeholders is a strange version of “democratic process.”

Here is Eileen Cohen’s letter:

June 10, 2022

Dear Parks, Recreation, and Waterfront commissioners and staff:
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As a Berkeley resident, I am deeply concerned that the Berkeley Marina Area Specific Project (BMASP)
process has been seriously flawed. In my opinion, it needs to be restarted virtually from scratch — this
time with better communication to the public about the meetings; comprehensive minutes; and
recordings of the public meetings.

Currently, once a PRW [Parks, Recreation and Waterfront Commission] meeting is over, there is
effectively no public record of concerns expressed about or opposition to BMASP proposals. PRW
meetings should be recorded and made available to the public immediately and in perpetuity. (The
minutes are simply too high-level for that purpose.) The lack of recordings and/or complete
transcriptions of the proceedings undermines confidence in the public process.

To compound the issue, two erroneous assertions were given at the June 8, 2022 PRW meeting as
reasons for not recording the Zoom meetings.

First, it was stated that although the PRW is not recording its meetings, any participant can record a
Zoom meeting. However, that is true *only* if the host has enabled “local recording.” (For instructions,
see the Zoom support article at https://tinyurl.com/yx4d6725.) The PRW did not enable local recording
at any of your meetings, so participants have never had the option to record. Regardless, though, the
burden shouldn’t be on the public to capture a public meeting.

Second, it was asserted that recording the PRW meetings would saddle the PRW or the City of
Berkeley with huge files on the secretary’s computer or the city’s servers. That is untrue. Paid Zoom
accounts, which Berkeley’s certainly is, allow recording directly to the cloud. After the meeting ends, the
host automatically gets a link to the recording. That simple link can then be posted online, along with
the agenda, slide presentations, and other documents.

Another reason given at the June 8 meeting for not recording the PRW meetings is that the meetings
will soon be back in-person anyway. That explanation misses the point. I urge you to hold hybrid
meetings even after in-person PRW meetings can resume. Not only would recording via Zoom obviate
the need to produce traditional video recordings, but — and far more to the point — the ability to attend
online would enable and encourage more public participation.

Finally, it appears that perhaps not all written comments sent to the PRW and BMASP were shared with
all commissioners or subsequently appeared online in the public record. An audit of that process may
well be in order.

I’m sending this message to the PRW secretary and to the BMASP email address. I ask that all PRW
commissioners receive a copy. Please also add this message to the BMASP and PRW documents
available online to the public.

I’m copying the city councilmember for my district, Terry Taplin, and also Santiago Casal, Shirley Dean,
Martin Nicolaus, and Norman La Force, all of whom have expressed concerns about the BMASP
process (communication and transparency) and/or proposals to reduce open space at Cesar Chavez
Park. I share those concerns.

Regards,

Eileen Cohen District 2

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
From chavezpark.org, the website of the Chavez Park Conservancy                                                        Page 16

https://tinyurl.com/yx4d6725


Letter to California State Lands Commission

The City of Berkeley does not own the land that makes up the Marina. The State of California owns it.
The City holds it in trust. The California State Lands Commission administers State lands held in trust.
The Commission has announced its next regular meeting for June 23. The following is a written Public
Comment submitted to the Commission in advance of its meeting.

I am writing to call the Commission’s attention to a pending violation of the terms under which the City
of Berkeley as trustee holds the State-owned lands commonly known as the Berkeley Marina, and in
particular that part of the Marina located north of Spinnaker Way formerly known as North Waterfront
Park, now Cesar Chavez Park.

The fundamental agreement under which the City holds that land is that it should be used “for
unstructured public recreation.”  This land use covenant was confirmed by Berkeley City Council
resolution No. 47,935-NS in May 1976 and confirmed verbatim in the Master Plan in 1977, and in all
subsequent conceptual and specific planning documents.

In March 2022, however, a landscape design firm hired by the City of Berkeley proposed fundamental
modifications to the “unstructured public recreation” covenant. Among other changes, the firm proposes
demolishing a historic 3.5 acre portion of the park known as the Native Plant Area and converting the
area into a privately owned commercial enterprise offering zipline and ropes courses for fee-paying
adults.  The firm further proposes bulldozing, grading, and paving a verdant central meadow of the park
into a concert venue complete with a giant sound stage structure.

The proposed changes absolutely violate the “unstructured public recreation” covenant under which the
City holds these State lands.

As a member of the Chavez Park Conservancy, a nonprofit dedicated to Cesar Chavez Park, I
respectfully request that the honorable Commission members Investigate this pending situation and
exercise their power to hold the City of Berkeley to the covenant under which it holds these State lands;
or in the alternative, restore possession of these lands to State hands.

— Martin Nicolaus

Letter From Carolyn Lasar

Dear Persons:

I have reviewed the current proposals for changes at the Cesar Chavez Park as described in the
Berkeley Marina Plan. I am OPPOSED to this plan because it will ruin the quality of the park.

I go to the park at least twice a week and have done so for years.

I go to walk my two dogs and to enjoy the open space on the Bay.  This is one of the few places on the
water that is easily accessed and where I can let my dogs run and play off- leash.
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It is a critical resource to me and my pets’ mental and physical health.  It was especially important to
surviving the pandemic times.

The Cesar Chavez memorial at the top of the park is a source of inspiration, the dependable breezes lift
beautiful kites and my heart and keep me cool as climate change heats up our planet.

The park could be improved by adding legitimate bathrooms and by curtailing the growth of foxtail
grass.  Otherwise, what is best about the park is its ‘unimproved’ access to nature at the edge of the
Bay.

My walk always includes a loop over towards the Golden Gate Racetrack where the path skirts the
water and the mound of CC Park offers more protection from the winds.  There is more work going on
over here to replant native plants which is wonderful.  The additional fenced in green space for walking
(no dogs allowed) is another haven for birds and other wildlife.

I do not see people clamoring for zip lines and events/festival facilities.  This is a peaceful spot of
nature on the water.  Do not ruin it!!

Build somewhere else and leave Cesar Chavez Park alone!!!

Carolyn Lasar

Correspondence between Ryan Turner and Kate

Harrison

June 21 2022

Hello PRW Commission and Berkeley City Council,

My name is Ryan Turner and I was born in Oakland. I am a sailor (trained at OCSC in the Berkeley
Marina), a kite flyer, a dog owner, an RC airplane pilot, and the father of an eight year old. You can
imagine that with that cross section of interests, my family spends a lot of time at Cesar Chavez Park.

Between “dot com” bubbles, recessions, and an ever increasing housing crisis, long-time East Bay
residents have borne witness to profound changes. As local and national economics converge to
squeeze the continually growing population at nearly every level, public land is only becoming more
precious: we sell ourselves and our futures short when we try to monetize those lands.

In 2022, with the COVID pandemic not yet even a memory but an ongoing reality, it feels especially
short-sighted to restrict access to any open spaces at Cesar Chavez Park and the idea of large
concert-type events seems unsupportable given the already tight weekend parking situation. As
someone who uses every part of the park as it is now, I would urge the PRW Commission and Council
to abandon plans that would decrease the open spaces available to local residents.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Ryan Turner, Oakland, CA
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KATE HARRISON’S RESPONSE

Tue, Jun 21, 2022

Dear Mr. Turner,

I really appreciate you writing to us about this. I was alarmed about the BMASP plan when it was
presented. Just yesterday, my husband and I took a walk at Brickyard Cove, reclaimed from industrial
uses to a beautiful natural space. It would be a travesty to destroy natural spaces under the City’s

domain when regional agencies have worked so hard to open up natural
spaces for our enjoyment. I do not want us to repeat the mistakes of the past
in treating nature as secondary to commerce.

There are many steps before the City moves forward with development and I
promise that I will continue to speak out about maintaining this vital, natural
place. I commit to fighting to keep the small boatyard as it is a vital element of
the marina specifically for working people. I am dedicated to maintaining the
public natural space Berkeley has left as it is integral to the wellbeing of our
communities. I recognize that hosting events and concerts in Cesar Chavez

park will create more trash and pollution for the plants and animals that rely on the fragile, vital, natural
habitats. Not only is this an environmental issue, it is a blatant equity issue. Public, natural space is
necessary in urban areas as it allows any and everybody access to nature, not only those who can
privately afford it.

The Berkeley Marina is a refuge and a space of rejuvenation and rest for so many people, plants, and
animals. I am committed to keeping it that way.

All the best,
Kate Harrison
Vice Mayor

RYAN’S RESPONSE

Dear Ms. Harrison,

Thank you for your thoughtful reply on this important issue. I appreciate the commitment to equity and
to natural habitat voiced in your reply. I’m glad to know the parks have people in power willing to speak
to those key issues and look forward to following the meetings closely in the coming months and years.

Best regards,

Ryan
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Letter From Janet S. Cobb, Executive Officer,

California Wildlife Foundation

Honorable Mayor and Members of City Council, Parks and Recreation Department

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We object to efforts to turn Berkeley’s critical open space and habitat into another Disney World.

The original purpose of Cesar Chavez Park, its trails and habitat, should be maintained for the
thousands of people who use it every year, and for the plants and wildlife that call it home.

When the City of Berkeley proves that it can maintain and upgrade properties within its current area of
responsibility, only then should it consider adding anything new.

When HS LORDSHIPS area is producing revenue, when currentMarina customers can safely walk on
docks and secure their boats; when the harbor is dredged; when there is a proper traffic plan for
emergency exiting — perhaps that would be a better time to adventure into new business.

People appreciate the open areas that are not plentiful in such an already crowded city. We are hoping
that leaders will pay attention to taxpayers who fund the parks, rather than chasing after out-of-towners.

Thank you for your consideration,

Sincerely

Janet S. Cobb
Executive Officer

Letter From Stefani Berger

To Whom it May Concern,

I am writing to you about the proposed plan to develop Cesar Chavez Park.

My name is Stefani and I am 70 years old. I have used the park since it was originally
created in 1997. My daughter and I used to hunt for Fairies in the overhanging groves
and now my granddaughter and I put stones on the shadow of the solar calendar to
watch in amazement as time moves on.

Every evening I walk my dogs in the off-leash area to find solace from this broken world
of ours. As a teacher of 40 plus years I need to refresh my soul so that my students can
get the very best from my teaching. I picnic with family and friends, watch sunsets and
find time to sit at a picnic bench just to feel the nature around me.

This park is a quiet refuge, people are always kind and caring, and those young and old
can ride their bikes, push their wheelchairs, go for a run or just a walk with friends
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around the park.

With your plan, parking will be impossible and prohibitive for those of us who want to
visit the park. This planned development would be an environmental disaster.  The
burrowing owls, and wildlife sanctuaries would be destroyed. The park would be treated
destructively as we all know how crowds of people discard their trash. Should there be
an emergency, there is only one road out of the marina to seek safety. Earthquakes,
Tsunamis (as we had recently seen) or a fire would be a disaster and would endanger
the lives of many. People wouldn’t be able to get out of the park and ambulances and
fire trucks would not be able to get in.

The park is the largest natural area on the water in the Bay. This park needs to be used
as it was originally intended, as a refuge for people and wildlife alike. I implore you to
consider how valuable this park is right now. We don’t want it developed because the
the very tranquil beauty of it will be destroyed.

Should you like to contact me further my email is:

Stefani Berger
StefaniBerger43@gmail.com

Best,
In dance!
Stefani

Letter From Santiago Casal, Founder and Curator of

the Chavez/Huerta Solar Calendar

Hello All,

I’m sending along this excellent article on the Plan To Destroy Chávez Park. Martin Nicolaus and The
Chávez Park Conservancy put it together.  If you have not already, I urge you to send send a few lines
to our Councilmembers and Park & Waterfront Commission.  The article lists easy ways to do this. The
Plan is an insult to the legacy of César and Dolores, and to Silvia McLaughlin who fought with others to
preserve the waterfront from commercial development.

The Plan is contrary to everything we have been trying to do with the Solar Calendar – Tribute to César
Chávez & Dolores Huerta as well as in the upcoming Mobile Tour, and it is an insult to those of us who
see the park as a respite from the stresses of an urban environment.  As Landscape Architect, John
Roberts, articulated in his critique “They (the developers) just don’t get it.”

Please take a few minutes to send along your support for saving the park.  I’ve been moved by the
reverential feelings expressed by Chávez Park users.

Santiago Casal, Founder & Director,
The Solar Calendar – Tribute to César Chávez & Dolores Huerta
The Mobile Tour – Giving César Chávez Park A Voice (Coming soon)
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Letter from Susan Black

Today on my usual morning walk around the Marina, at Cesar Chavez Park, I felt so much gratitude for
this space that has provided me with both joy and respite for over forty years.

I walk the Marina nearly every early morning. This morning I was thrilled to see hundreds and hundreds
of pelicans, many egrets, avocets and our resident great blue heron. Everyone stopped to enjoy the
spectacle of hundreds of pelicans feeding. People talked to strangers about the feelings of awe and
wonderment. For a short time it felt like all was right is this very deeply troubled world

Chavez Park is my morning meditation. It is quiet, safe and very accessible. I was part of building this
park when I worked as a professional gardener. I have added yards upon yards of garden debris to
what we now walk on and call our gem of a waterfront park.

I was married on the Berkeley Pier. When my son, David, became ill with AIDS we walked the Marina
whenever he was able. It was nature he could get to and enjoy with his increasing limited mobility. It
was calming and there were so many wonderful views. Now there is a memorial bench facing the
Golden Gate Bridge in his memory.

In my later years I became a photographer. The Marina and Chavez Park are among my favorite places
to capture beauty both early in the morning and late in the day. The shore birds are amazing as are the
hares and even the gophers and ground squirrels.

In the increasingly urban environment we find ourselves in, this park in Berkeley is a rare and vital gem.
It works for all folks whatever their level of mobility. It is a wonderful teaching platform for children and
adults alike. Then there are the views…the best for miles and miles.

I am totally appalled at the proposed BMASP. It will turn our beloved oasis into a theme park only to be
used by those with means. It will uproot years of careful planting of native wild flowers, scare away the
birds and other wild life and our wonderful gem will be lost. Monetizing the Marina is an act of betrayal
to those of us who love this park. It is a betrayal to anyone paying taxes in Berkeley. It is a betrayal of
nature and a travesty.

The firm who has come up with these suggestions is totally out of touch with the users of this space.
The process has not been at all transparent. Why would anyone want to destroy a space that is
beloved and used by so many. I really hate to think this is all about money but there is no other
conclusion.

I plead with all of you. Save our beloved Marina from this poorly designed plan that will do nothing for
those of us who love this park but bring us to heartbreak.

Susan M Black, Berkeley
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Letter from Ed Vine

Dear Mayor Arreguín and Berkeley City Council Members,

I’m writing in response to the Berkeley Marina Area Specific Plan (BMASP) proposal for the
Berkeley Marina/César Chávez park.

The plan would transform the park from a place of relief from urban stress and for enjoyment
of nature into a high-pressure commercial amusement park. We do NOT need more money-
making schemes: hotels, food courts, events pavilion, or a large adventure playground for
Adults.

Currently, the park is amazing and beautiful, serving a diverse community of people with varied
interests: walking, running, cycling, birding, flying kites, meditating, singing, playing music,
sailing, enjoying the wildlife and the quiet.

The park does not need any more development, leading to the destruction of this beautiful
environment. We need to keep our beautiful waterfront park and continue to support its
maintenance, not further development.

I have been a frequent birder in this park for the last 40 years. I have also led Christmas Bird
Counts for Golden Gate Audubon in this area. We have had a great number and variety of birds,
several of which are not seen in other parts of the count area. If the current version of BMASP
were to go forward, I can confidently say that the birdlife would be negatively affected. I am
sure an Environmental Impact Report would confirm my prediction.

Please put an end to this ill-conceived idea immediately.

Ed Vine
Berkeley, CA 94708

Letter From Stefanie Pruegel

I’m writing in response to the Berkeley Marina Area Specific Plan (BMASP) proposal for the Berkeley
Marina/César Chávez park.

The plan would transform the park from a place of relief from urban stress and for enjoyment of nature
into a high-pressure commercial amusement park. We do NOT need more money-making schemes:
hotels, food courts, events pavilion, or a large adventure playground for adults.

Currently, the park is amazing and beautiful, serving a diverse community of people with varied
interests: walking, running, cycling, birding, flying kites, meditating, singing, playing music, sailing,
enjoying the wildlife and the quiet.
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The park does not need any more development, leading to the destruction of this beautiful environment.
We need to keep our beautiful waterfront park and continue to support its maintenance, not further
development.

Please put an end to this ill-conceived idea immediately.

Stefanie Pruegel

Letter From Carol Denney AKA Grace

Underpressure, Editor, Pepper Spray Times

When I first read about the proposal envisioning a concert venue and amusement park with
concessions at Cesar Chavez Park I thought someone had far outstripped my talents as a satirist and
cartoonist. This is the same city council which had recently signed off the Cesar Chavez Park
Conservancy group’s Chancellor’s Grant supporting native plants, pollinator gardens, and the
restoration of the Design Advocates Working with Nature (DAWN) group’s efforts of thirty years ago —
right in the area where they want to put a zip line. I’m one of the people working hard doing volunteer
planting, weeding, and watering the restoration plants.

The park workers are clear-headed as we are about the necessity of stepping up to make sure we seed
and plant ahead of climate change to nurture native plants in this changing era, and the network of
volunteers and supportive community members are not a group looking for a nifty new concert venue.
They know that our natural world is quite literally under fire, and that we hope to carefully restore and if
possible expand the respite that all species require to heal and grow in natural settings.

Hello? Is there anybody at City Hall awake? Have the numbing Zoom meetings finally taken their toll so
that no one knows or cares if there’s continuity or clarity in our response to environmental crisis or
parks? Does a town over-saturated with under-filled venues need an over-amped commercial venue
competing with them right literally feet from a nature preserve where not only people who need respite
from city noise and pressures but wildlife are struggling for habitat?

Please don’t confuse the very real needs at the marina with this bizarre common sense-free
Disneyfication of our most beautiful city park. Monetization of our parks is not the answer to your
overspending on merchant association stationery.

Letter From Jamie Brown

I have been enjoying this treasure of open natural space for well over 30 years as a tax paying adult
and I am wholeheartedly AGAINST the development proposal of Ceasar Chavez. It will destroy Cesar
Chavez Park as it is now, and the park is fine as it is now. The community does not need another hotel
in Berkeley, especially when it will destroy burrowing owl habitat among other environmentally important
aspects of the park.

Important to add, the proposed big dedicated Events Space and Events Pavilion don’t serve local
needs. They’re bait for big commercial operations out for a profit. These operators know how to
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sweet-talk gullible city staffers (and money-hungry candidates) with promises of big revenue while
actually draining the local coffers for externalities like police and fire overtime and cleanup. These kinds
of events not only lose money, but they also hijack the environment, poison the habitat, and degrade
nature.

Each of the large events projected for the Events Space and the Events Pavilion would bring major
noise pollution to the park, heavy traffic and parking congestion, not to mention tobacco and alcohol
use, littering, and violence. Forget taking a quiet walk in the park. Forget nature — anything with wings
or legs or a belly to crawl on runs away or hides when a Big Event happens and for quite a while
afterward. For some species, a single such disturbance during nesting season is enough to guarantee
that they never come back.

Please keep the park as it is, and let the community aid in making decisions to support around park
improvements that are in alignment with creating natural habitat and natural beauty for all the
inhabitants that live in and around Cesar Chavez park.

Sincerely, Jamie Brown ASW, PPSC

Letter from T. Anne Richards

July 5, 2022
RE:  Cesar Chavez Park

Dear Council Members, Mayor Arrequin and City Manager Williams-Ridley,

I am a resident in District 1 where Chavez Park is located.  I have used Chavez Park for recreation,
walking alone or with friends, and playing with my various canine companions since 1993.  It is a
stunning part of Berkeley offering well fought for open green space, a habitat and sanctuary for wildlife
on a bird migration path, a place for flying kites, picnics, and enjoying fun time with canine companions.
With well defined areas that are respected by most, there exists a balance for wildlife, plant life and a
quietude for human activities.

How you can even think of paving parts of it over and creating “event space” in what is now a “green
calm space” for wildlife and humans is mind boggling.  It is hard to believe you have invented such an
idea and actually think this would be a good thing.  Do you really think these ideas you have will
improve the quality of life for humans, canines, birds and other wildlife?   I am strongly opposed to any
such idea.  Keep the park green!  Hands off the park with these truly strange ideas of what is needed.
In these mad times we need all the green and calm we can get.

Remember, elections are coming up and residents are already pretty upset about other projects our
representatives are driving forward.  The ideas you are considering for Chavez Park just adds fuel to an
already existing fire of dissatisfaction with leadership.  Drop these ideas and let the park continue to
thrive and maintain its current balance.

Thank you.
Sincerely,
T. Anne Richards, Berkeley
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Letter from Wini Williams

I am a Berkeley senior resident and 40+ year homeowner. The Marina has been my backyard in many
ways.  I was here when it was a city dump and have enjoyed it's transition into a treasure for the
community. It is where my grandchildren learned to bike ride, skate board, see wildlife, climb rocks and
enjoy the outdoors and the bay.  My youngest grandchild comes to visit from college and always wants
to take a Marina walk.  I continue to visit every day to walk my 5th dog to enjoy the off-leash area.

One of the things I most love about the area is being outside and away from the hustle and bustle of the
city; despite the proximity of the freeway, or perhaps because it seems so far away. Seeing the city and
the iconic bridges in the morning sunrise or evening sunset gives me a feeling of privilege, peace and
contentment.  What a glorious way to start and end a day.

I also enjoy seeing families picnicking, flying kites, socializing and the sense of community all of that
gives the park and my day.  Having the privilege of seeing wildlife is an amazing experience.  Owls,
kestrel, hawks, Herons, bluebirds, pelicans flying by, rabbits, skunks, butterflies, and all kinds of
gophers are just a part of the days activities.  And the wild flowers that have found their way onto the
hard soil.  So beautiful in the spring. How I would miss it all.

The project you are proposing would forever destroy all that makes this a unique and special place.
There is barely enough parking for those of us already using the park every day; adding commercial
enterprises would create an amazing log jam of people and cars.

This space is particularly important because it is egalitarian.  Anyone, with or without resources can
come and enjoy the space; the accessibility of the space is very important to us all.  For those of us
with dogs it is a place of health, mental and physical; particularly during these COVID years.

Please do not allow this to happen to our space; keep Berkeley's open space for all to use.

Wini Williams

Letter from Sally Nelson

To: Mayor Jesse Arreguin, All Members of Berkeley’s City Council, and Berkeley’s City Manager,

Having lived in Berkeley for 45 years, I am very distressed about the commercial developments being
proposed for Berkeley’s Marina, including Cesar Chavez Park and the Native Plants Area. The
proposed Berkeley Marina Area Specific Plan is highly problematic.

First of all, there is a legal covenant dating from 1976 and 1977 that declares that the land should be
used “for unstructured recreation.” The City of Berkeley does not own the land that makes up the
Marina. the State of California owns it. The City holds it in trust. The California State Lands Commission
administers State lands held in trust. This land use covenant was confirmed by Berkeley City Council
Resolution No. 47,935-NS in May 1976,  confirmed verbatim in the Master Plan in 1977, and in all
subsequent conceptual and specific planning documents.
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My following comments address the significance of the Marina to visitors, to wildlife, birds, insects, and
the importance of native plants.

Resident birds and other wildlife need native habitat in order to survive, to feed, and to raise their
young. In North America, bird populations have seen a decline of 30% since 1970, a problem that is
also global. Migrating birds need urban parks as stopovers  in which to rest and feed during their
migrations covering many thousands of miles. Why should we care? Our very survival  depends upon a
healthy and diverse ecosystem that includes birds, insects, and other wildlife.

About Native Plants Area:  don’t even think of demolishing it.  This proposal is an outrageously rude
insult to the many volunteers who have spent thousands of hours over forty (40) years planting and
nurturing the area. They have been transitioning the land from a dump to a life-giving habitat for wildlife,
pollinators, and birds.  What we need is a larger area for native plants.

We people need parks that are unstructured in which to restore our emotional and mental health.
Nature is the city-dweller’s lifeline, now more than ever. In our current economy, with job loss and
inflated prices for the basics of food, housing, and transportation, we all need free public places in
nature where we can get a breather from all the stress of a commercialized world.

The Adventure Playground on the south side of the Marina should continue to provide kids ways to play
and learn. Don’t pave it over.

I presume the initial financing of the proposed commercial venture would be by investors and the City of
Berkeley, all of whom would expect a return on their investment.

People using the  reconstructed area would be  expected to pay, when the area has already been
funded by taxpayer dollars and thousands of volunteer hours. Additionally, most people are really
struggling with finances, and need a place to recreate without paying fees. Places that are transformed
into concert venues and stadiums have a limited lifespan. Take note of the Oakland Coliseum and its
years long woes with financing.

The beauty of a natural area like Berkeley’s Marina is that its lifespan is an ongoing continuum,
responding to the interrelationships of the plants, birds, wildlife, insects, and people in a healthy
ecosystem. Changing, yes, and full of life.

I urge you to respect Berkeley Marina and its significance to people and all of wildlife. Do not proceed
any further in planning to commercialize this area. For those who are eager to provide financing, please
direct those funds to the sorely needed infrastructure projects in Berkeley that are ready and waiting
with open hands.

Respectfully,
Sally Nelson
Berkeley

PS:  For those of you interested in learning more about bird migration, I highly recommend A World on
the Wing, by Scott Weidensaul.
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Letter from Diane Mintz

Dear Rashi, Beth, Mayor and Councilmembers:

I am a resident of District 1.  More relevant to the issues I wish to address is that I go to Cesar
Chavez every single afternoon.  I go to feel the salt air, to hear and see the birds (brown pelicans who
fly in formation and skim 6 inches above the water to hunt; hawks, the occasional kite, and many more),
to encounter the occasional garter snake who slithers onto the path, to watch the inevitable scampering
and squeaking of the ground squirrels, to get away from the noise of the freeway and the busyness of
urban living.

All this while walking my dog.  When I began going daily, ca two years ago, I used to listen to
podcasts while walking.  Slowly I realized the peace of my natural surroundings, and I gave up
technology in favor of experiencing the beauty around me.  Yes, it is a man-made oasis, but nature has
used the land well and turned it into its own creation.

An important point to be understood by those who are not intimate with the Park is that it has a level
perimeter paved path.  This makes it accessible to the elderly, disabled, to young children and those in
between.  I see and meet new people daily, families speaking many different languages, as well as
familiar faces who return day after day.  It is never without those who are enjoying its spaces: kite flyers,
model airplane aficionados, picnickers, runners, amblers, and dog walkers like myself.

There is an area devoted to establishing (and established) native plants.  This area is cared for with
devotion by a small group of volunteers (and City staff) who plant, trim, weed, and water the natives.
If the proposed plan to build a venue to accommodate rock concerts and amusement park facilities
were to come to fruition, a marvel will be transformed into another pop culture destination bringing
noise, tons of litter, and crowds who impose on the place without regard to its natural beauty.  What will
happen to the wildlife?  What will become of the plants?  Where will casual strollers and those seeking
respite go?  And, if the goal is to fill a music venue, where will these people park?  On a daily basis all
of the designated parking areas are filled by those like me.  The parking lots are also full to the brim on
weekend days and holidays with picnickers and others.

Which brings me to another point in strong opposition to the proposed plan:  the marine/sailing
facilities would be eliminated.  They have been there for decades and serve a large contingent of
sailors, boat owners, teachers and students of sailing, et al.  My own partner spends every Saturday at
that marine center and through him I know of many others who would be displaced.

It would appear that the proposal for a revamp of Cesar Chavez is tone deaf to a huge percentage
(87% as I have heard) of polled respondents who are opposed to any development of the Park which
would curtail the amenities I have described.  If you value public opinion (and how could you not: you
are in Berkeley!!!), you need to be in close touch with the Chavez Park Conservancy, the Chavez Park
dog owner's group, the Solar Calendar organization and the model airplane group.  Perhaps it would be
appropriate to at least consult the Sierra Club, the Audubon Society, and the Citizens for East Bay
Parks as well.  When major changes are proposed, then a full range of citizenry needs to be consulted.
Dare I say that your jobs depend upon that.

Yours sincerely, Diane Mintz
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