
San Francisco Bay Chapter
Serving Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, and San Francisco Counties

May 24, 2022
VIA EMAIL ONLY
Mayor Jesse Arreguin and
Berkeley City Council Members
Ben Bartlett, Lori Droste, Sophie Hahn, Kate Harrison,
Rashi Kesarwani, Rigel Robinson, Terry Taplin, Susan Wengraf
2180 Milvia Street
Berkeley, CA  94704

Re: Berkely Area Specific Plan (BMSAP) Proposed Options for Events Pavillion
Larger Adventure Park in Cesar Chavez Park.

Dear Mayor Arreguin and Council Members
Bartlett, Droste, Hahn, Harrison, Kesarwani, Robinson, Taplin and Wengraf:

The Sierra Club opposes a proposed Events Pavilion and a Larger Adventure Park in Cesar
Chavez Park.  The Sierra Club considers these proposals inconsistent with the history concerning the
creation of Cesar Chavez Park and its current uses as a park  and habitat area.

The Sierra Club’s involvement over this park began with Save the Bay after co-founder Sylvia
McLaughlin looked out from her window in Berkeley in the 1950’s and saw the area that is now the
Berkeley Marina and the McLaughlin East Shore State Park being filled in.  What is now Cesar Chavez
park was the Northern and Western most portion of that fill.  Beginning in the 1970’s after the closure of
the landfill areas, the Sierra Club with Save the Bay and other organizations campaigned to turn Cesar
Chavez into a park and open space area.  The Regional Water Quality Control Board ultimately ordered
a 15 foot clay cap over the site.  Once that was accomplished planning took place for the park.

The plans that ultimately were approved included a burrowing owl habitat area, a native plant
area, and a large open space for passive recreational uses. Later an off leash dog park was put into the
park.  From the beginning the concept and purpose of this park was for passive recreation and habitat
and wildlife enhancement and protection.  While the large open area now is the home of the Berkeley
Kite Festival, this was viewed as a more passive recreational activity.

The Sierra club supported these uses for the park. The Sierra Club long campaigned for the park
to remain a more passive recreation area. The Sierra Club never supported proposals like event pavilions
or an adventure park.   The Sierra Club joins in the comments of the Citizens for East Shore State Park
and urges the council to not include the events pavilion or the large adventure park as future uses of the
park.
\

Sincerely yours,

/s/Norman La Force
East Bay Public Lands Committee


