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CITIZENS FOR EAST SHORE PARKS 

1604 Solano Avenue, Albany CA  

 

May 9, 2022 

Scott Ferris, Director of Parks, Recreation and Waterfront 

Roger Miller, Secretary, Parks, Recreation and Waterfront Commission – with 

Request to forward copy of this correspondence to members of the Parks, 

 Recreation and Waterfront (PRW) Commission 

 

Subject:  Berkeley Area Specific Plan (BMASP) proposed options to Construct an 

Events Pavilion and/or a Large Adventure Park in Cesar Chavez Park 

 

Dear Mr. Ferris, Mr. Miller, PRW Commission Chair Wozniak and 

Commissioners Birnbach, Kawczynska, Floyd, Diehm, Cox, Capitelli, Srioudom, 

and Landoni, 

 

Citizens for East Shore Parks (CESP) has recently become aware of two 

proposed options for development on the north side of the Berkeley Marina 

through an April 29, 2022 Berkeleyside article written by Martin Nicolaus.    That 

article and subsequent conversations with members of the public raise deep 

concerns about both the community engagement process that is being used to 

resolve the monetary problems faced by the Marina and the proposals themselves. 

 

The Process: 

 CESP has been informed that during the BMASP community meetings any 

differences of opinion put forward by the public that were expressed during the 

small breakout discussion groups were not reported back to the whole group nor 

recorded in any way.  Additionally, it was said that questions asking for a response 

in discussion groups or in the “community survey” were expressed in a way that 

slanted the responses.    

 

Apparently, meetings of the PRW Commission are not recorded so that the 

public can review and participate thoughtfully and in a timely manner.  Minutes of 

past PRW meetings are not available on the City’s new website, nor is an 

electronic copy of the BMASP available at this time. 

 

 While CESP, at our invitation, initially heard from City staff about the 

BMASP and were assured that we would be kept in the information loop, we had 
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not been informed of updates in the planning effort until the Berkeleyside article 

appeared.  CESP is the major environmental group that since 1985 has and 

continues to advocate successfully for a waterfront park along the East Bay 

Shoreline from the Bay Bridge to the Carquinez Bridge. 

 

 What has happened is not an adequate public engagement process. CESP 

holds that the best planning occurs when the public is free to express their opinions 

without regard to those held by City staff, consultant, or Commission and that 

differences are recorded and become a part of the overall decision process.  A 

public engagement process should not give the impression of a predetermined 

result.  Noting that at the upcoming May 11, 2022 PRW Commission meeting 

Chairperson Wozniak has scheduled Item 11 for a discussion of BMASP feedback, 

we request that you specifically discuss our concerns and adopt any corrective 

actions that will ensure an adequate consideration of public feedback. 

 

The Result: 

 CESP favors use of the shoreline as open space and unstructured recreation 

and habitat protection with allowances for small watercraft recreation.  Cesar 

Chavez Park was originally intended to be part of the McLaughlin Eastshore State 

Park and although the City of Berkeley ultimately decided to maintain it as a 

municipal park, the City committed to maintain it as a compatible park next to the 

McLaughlin Eastshore State Park.  CESP agrees with Mr. Nicolaus’ conclusion 

that the BMASP Plan would destroy the character and openness of Cesar Chavez 

Park by replacing the open space so vital to relief from urban stress with a 

commercial amusement park.    

 

 We fully understand Berkeley’s need to resolve the Marina’s financial 

problems, but the sacrifice of scarce free public waterfront land as open space to a 

commercial amusement park is a bad approach.  The city of Berkeley should 

treasure its existing public land and the public’s unhindered use of that land. 

Construction of a large permanent Events Pavilion with a roof and a stage will also 

require additional large areas of paved parking, fencing and commercial amenities. 

That is the wrong direction.  Such a use would drive the City to constantly seek 

more revenue to support staff time, the cost of upkeep and maintenance.  Larger, 

more frequent events would be sought, eventually erasing any semblance of a park 

forever.  

 

When events are limited to those like the Kite Festival, the heart of the Park 

is free and open for use by all members of the public.  Particularly during the 

pandemic, the importance of parks is key to the mental and physical health of 

everyone.  Such use must be preserved forever for future generations.  
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 Regarding the other proposal to establish a “Large Adventure Park” 

involving ropes, ziplines and similar activities,  they exist elsewhere in the Bay 

Area. Let that happen in those other places.    Our waterfront parks were founded 

with a commitment to open space, to be free and open to the public, and to respect 

habitat, nature and quiet enjoyment.  All in all, monetizing the space as presented 

by these two proposals for Cesar Chavez Park ultimately means privatization of 

this very public, well used and essential space. 

 As of yet, we have seen no analysis of how Marina fees and rents have been 

used in the past.  It seems that little reinvestment has taken place, leading to the 

current situation.  Before moving forward, it may be productive to examine how 

this predicament evolved. 

 Please maintain Berkeley’s commitment to the open, free waterfront park as 

you seek ways to resolve the financial problems of the Marina.  CESP suggests that 

the City not start from a position that construction of commercial operations, hotels 

and the like is the solution.  CESP is willing to assist in the effort to find better 

solutions and urges that the current proposals be rejected.  Thank you for your 

consideration of these views. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Shirley Dean 

CESP Board President 

 

 

 
Robert Cheasty 

CESP Executive Director 

 

 

 

                 

 

           

 

 


