
Better Bathrooms for Berkeley’s Parks 
Are Sanitary, Odor-Free, and Affordable 

 
Some people think that better bathrooms for Berkeley’s parks would cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars apiece and therefore we need to be happy with 
porta-potties. That’s just not true. 
 
Modern sanitary park bathrooms are not expensive. Vendors today offer 
attractive prefab park bathrooms with flush toilets, urinals, and sinks for around 
$50,000 to $60,000 installed. See the top two examples on the back of this 
sheet. That’s about one tenth the cost of park bathrooms custom-built a decade 
ago.  
 
These modern flush-vault units look and operate just like home or retail 
bathrooms with flush toilets, urinals, and sinks for handwashing These are not 
primitive campground units – there’s no big dark hole and no smell. These 
modern sanitary units can be installed anywhere there’s road access. They don’t 
require sewer hookups. Water hookup is optional. They use solar power. Vault 
service costs a fraction of what the city now spends to pump out porta-potties. 
Installation is a matter of a few days, and they’re easy to keep clean. 
 
Porta-potties are a necessary evil for events, but they’re not for long-term use. 
They stink. They’re disgusting to look in. They’re forbidding for women and 
children to use. They give the city a bad name.  
 
And there’s no reason why the City of Berkeley should have them. Berkeley 
could have beautiful permanent sanitary park bathrooms welcoming to all 
genders and ages in every park that needs them for what amounts to dust in a 
$100 million budget.   
 
People are sick and tired of porta-potties. We voted a $100 million 
infrastructure bond, and we expect to see better bathrooms for our money. 
 
It’s time for people in Berkeley who are friends of our parks to do the research, 
stand up, speak out, and be heard loud and clear.  No more porta-potties! 
Permanent sanitary bathrooms now! 

[This flyer was prepared by Martin Nicolaus, a resident of Berkeley and webmaster of  
  http://viva-cesar-chavez-park.org, a blog about Cesar Chavez Park. 

 



Examples of Economical Modern Sanitary Bathrooms 
 

The National Park Service installed 
this unit in Pacifica in June, 2016. It 
features flush toilet, waterless urinal 
and sink for handwashing, all in 
stainless steel. ADA compliant and 
solar powered, it cost $61,000 
installed. The Navy is installing a 
similar unit in Monterey this 
summer.  
 

 
 
The City of Lathrop (near 
Manteca) installed this unit to 
serve users of its new dog 
park in October, 2015. It 
includes flush toilet, 
waterless urinal, sink for 
handwashing, solar power, 
ADA, and security features. 
Total cost installed $52,000. 
Vendor: Green Flush 
Technologies,  
greenflushrestrooms.com.  
 
 

   
The City of Emeryville installed this Portland 
Loo at the south end of Joseph Emery Park 
this month (May 2017). The Portland Loo is 
designed for urban environments where 
misuse and vandalism are issues. It can be 
delivered with standard sewer hookup, like 
this one, or with flush-vault technology that 
requires no sewers. Cost: $90,000 to 
$120,000, depending on features. Vendor: 
Madden Fabrication, theloo.biz.   


